
Elementary Gifted Education Service Delivery Models 

Content Area Services 
Advanced Content Cluster Grouping Collaborative Teaching 

 Students are homogeneously 
grouped on the basis of 
achievement and interest in the 
areas of ELA, math, science, and/or 
social studies. 

 The class may include students who 
are not identified as gifted, but 
who demonstrate exceptional 
ability and motivation in a 
particular content area.  There 
should be a clear procedure for 
which students are included. 

 There must be evidence (lesson 
plans, learning contracts, etc.) 
documenting advanced learning 
through advanced course content, 
teaching strategies, pacing, process 
skills, and assessments that differ 
from learning experiences more 
typical for students at that grade 
level. 

 The teacher must have a GaPSC 
issued gifted endorsement. 

 Identified gifted students are 
placed as a group into an 
otherwise heterogeneous 
classroom (rather than being 
dispersed among all of the 
classes at that grade level).   

 Services are provided in the 
areas of ELA, math, science, 
and/or social studies. 

 The recommended group size is 
6-8 students, but there must be 
at least three gifted students, 
and the number of gifted 
students should not exceed half 
the class. 

 The teacher must document 
curriculum modifications made 
for identified gifted students via 
lesson/unit plans, learning 
contracts, etc.   

 The classroom teacher must 

have a current GaPSC issued 

gifted endorsement. 

 A maximum of eight identified gifted 
students are placed into an otherwise 
heterogeneous classroom with a non-
gifted certified teacher. 

 Direct instruction is provided by the 
classroom teacher, who regularly 
collaborates with a designated gifted 
certified teacher (45-60 minutes a 
week per each 24 segments earned) 
to develop a differentiated, standards 
based curriculum. 

 The teachers document time spent 
collaborating as well as curriculum 
modifications made for identified 
gifted students (including instructional 
strategies and evaluation practices) 
via collaboration logs, lesson/unit 
plans, and learning contracts. 

 In certified personnel information, the 
regular education teacher is the 
teacher of record and the gifted 
program teacher is recorded in the 
consultative subject code. 

Innovative Models (Other) - Programs for gifted students that are clearly in accordance with the needs of the gifted learners 
and the philosophy of the district.  District administration must approve a plan detailing  the rationale for the model, its goals 
and objectives, the advanced nature of the curriculum, how the model’s effectiveness will be evaluated, how gifted FTE funding 
will be generated and documented, and the anticipated fiscal impact of the model (i.e., how many FTEs will be generated). 

 

Resource Services 

Push-In Pull-Out STEM/STEAM Other 

 The gifted support 
teacher “pushes in” to 
the homeroom class to 
provide interdisciplinary  
enrichment activities. 

 The gifted support 
teacher should spend a 
minimum of 225 minutes 
a week with the 
identified gifted students. 

 This approach requires 
the gifted support 
teacher and the 
classroom teacher to 
work together to 
maximize student 
learning.  

 The gifted support teacher 
pulls identified gifted 
students out of their 
content area class(es) so 
that students can engage in 
interdisciplinary enrichment 
activities. 

 Identified gifted students 
should spend a minimum of 
225 minutes a week with 
the gifted support teacher. 

 The students may be pulled 
out of their content area 
class(es) one day each week 
or for a set amount of time 
each day. 

 Identified gifted 
students participate in 
interdisciplinary 
STEM/STEAM activities 
with a gifted certified 
teacher. 

 Identified gifted 
students should spend 
a minimum of 225 
minutes in the 
STEM/STEAM class 
each week. 

 These classes should be 
scheduled using the 
Invention/ Innovation 
course codes. 

 The gifted support 
teacher may use a 
combination of push-in 
and pull-out services. 

 The school may develop a 
unique method of 
providing interdisciplinary 
enrichment activities to 
identified gifted students. 

 Identified gifted students 
should spend a minimum 
of 225 minutes a week 
with the gifted certified 
teacher(s) providing this 
service. 

 


